
SENTENCING LAW AND POLICY 
A Member of the Law Professor Blogs Network 

« Has there been any in-court impact 
from DOJ's new crack sentencing 
policy? | Main | Unanimous SCOTUS 
win for defendant in Flores-Figueroa 
»  

May 4, 2009 

SCOTUS grants cert in 
Sullivan, juve LWOP case 

As detailed in this order list, among 
the cases in which the Supreme Court 
granted cert this morning is Sullivan 
v. Florida.  As detailed in posts linked 
below, Sullivan involves an Eighth 
Amendment challenge a sentence of 
life without parole given to a rape 
defendant who was only 13 years old
(!) at the time of the crime.  For a 
variety of reasons, Sullivan has the 
potential to be the biggest non-
capital Eighth Amendment case 
decided by the Supreme Court in 
many years. 

Interestingly, as noted here by 
SCOTUSblog, the Supreme Court also 
took up a companion juve LWOP case, 
Graham v. Florida, which apparently 
involves an life sentence for a non-
murder crime committed by a 17-
year-old offender.  As suggested in 
the prior paragraph, Sullivan and 
Graham are likely to be the cases to 
watch for sentencing fans in the next 
SCOTUS Term (which, of course, is 
going to involve a brand new 
Justice).  Exciting times. 

Some related posts on juve LWOP and 
the Sullivan case:  

EJI files seeks cert on claim 
that juve LWOP is 
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Comments 

It's not this case, but others. LWOP 
has to be an option for some juvenile 
offenders. And rescuing this criminals' 
life is not worth the danger to the 
ability to lock up dangerous juveniles 
forever. 

Posted by: federalist | May 4, 2009 
10:38:13 AM 

feddie: 

I think the reason the Court took both 
grants is to decide where the cut-off 
point is. The idea of locking up 17 
year olds for life is a lot more 
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